Match report – 7’s League: Donau vs. Celtic
9 April 2005 Dirnelwiese

Eva
On Saturday, 9th of April, we had our second game against Celtic. The game took place at Dirnelwiese, and once again it was a cold and rainy day. What a day to play rugby!
The Donau ladies were greatly assisted by the two dedicated Leoben girls, Katl and Cosima. Donau recently suffered some player losses due to a few unfortunate injuries and the Leoben girls saved the day. Camille, who had just turned 14 the day before and who had only attended one single rugby training, displayed unbelievable stamina, speed and fearlessness in spite of a broken toe. She quickly integrated into the team and is definitely a bonus for the Donau ladies and for the future of women’s rugby in Austria!

At the beginning of the game, the team had a tough time building up and keeping its defense line as well as in trying to break through in offense. It was the first time we had played in this team composition so we weren’t confident in each other’s playing styles and a little nervous as well. Within the first 3 minutes, Barb (Celtic) got an unfortunate knee injury, but it gave us time to catch our breath and to give each other some initial feedback. 
Throughout the remainder of the first half we fought back giving Celtic a hard time and managed to get some nice tackles in there (Kathi, Elina, Bea) and lots of running too (Renée, Camille, Cosima). The scrums were mainly won by the opposing team regardless of which team was throwing the ball into the scrum. This could have been due to the general lack of experience in the scrum. For Elina it was the first time as a left prop, and she was good at getting out after a scrum and aligning herself up to support her teammates as did our hooker, Kathi, and our right prop, Cosima. Bea showed lots of commitment and kept her man-on-man defense with some nice sliding work, whereas Renée managed again to be omnipresent through her strong running performance and hard tackles. 
Then it happened; Eva gave a beautiful pass “in the tackle” to Cosima who was right there to support and made her way through to the try line – Donau scored their first try! We were happy with our first 5 points in this team composition.
In the second half the teams seemed to be at the same level and everyone gave their best for their team. Donau found more consistency and managed to establish a steady defense line which was hard to break and was strengthened by good communication, sliding and support. In offense, we tried to avoid going into contact but rather to pass to the supporting players to reduce the number of times we had to go to ground and risk losing the ball. Nevertheless, Celtic managed to score a try (Dani assisted by Bernadette) almost in the last minute of the second half. Without successful conversions on eother side, the game ended in a tie with 5:5.
All in all, Donau has shown improvement since the last game that ended in a loss 25:0. The girls on all sides showed their commitment and fought for ball possession.
Donau seemed to play more as a team and showed Celtic that we are ready to challenge them! Of course, there is still much room for improvement as a team as well as individually. But on this Saturday afternoon, we were proud of our performance. Most importantly, everyone had fun playing rugby and there were no major injuries.
One last thing, a big thank you to Chrisu, Tina and Isabelle for their mental support and we wish Chrisu’s ankle a quick recovery!
Players:

Bea
Elina

Camille
Eva
Clara (Celtic; Sub for Cam)
Kathi (Leoben)
Cosima (Leoben)
Renée
Coach: Thomas


